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Introduction 

I hated the idea at first. God gets all the glory for saving us? 
Man is utterly lost and incapable of coming to God by himself'? 
T.U.L.I.P. is a helpful acronym for remembering the five points 
of Calvinistic soteriology: Total Depravity, Unconditional 
Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and 
Perseverance of the Saints. This is the pride-crushing biblical 
teaching about salvation. It bothered me. Men object to being the 
objects of salvation. We want to be the subjects. We want to be 
the verb. But God alone is the Author of our faith. Period! 

Though once an offense, T.U.L.I.P. has now become a great 
treasure to me. Talk about "flower-power": God saves sinners! 
The "five points of Calvinism" are concerned with God's glory in 
the salvation of men. Yet, Reformed, God-centered theology not 
only addresses man's eternal state, but is also concerned with his 
earthly existence as well. 

In the beginning, I laughed at them. I thought their ideas were 
silly and naively unworkable. Then I read some of their books. 
During the last twenty years the Christian Reconstructionists 
have attempted to answer the question once posed by Francis 
Schaeffer in the title of his book, How Should We Then Live? 
R.J. Rushdoony, the founder of this theological movement, 
posed the question this way, with the title of his book By What 
Standard? 

Yes, God has secured my eternal destiny, and I praise Him for 
that. But now what? What does He want His people to do, and 
what tools has He given them to do it? I have only begun to 
study and apply the ideas in more than one hundred books 
written by R.J. Rushdoony, Gary North, Greg Bahnsen, Gary 
DeMar, David Chilton, Kenneth Gentry, and the many other 
diverse Reconstructionist thinkers. As a result, I am beginning to 
add roses to my theological garden. 

R.O.S.E.S. is a useful acronym for remembering the five 
points of Calvinistic sociology. While T.U.L.I.P. reveals God's 
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sovereignty in salvation, R.O.S.E.S. reveals God's sovereignty in 
society: Regeneration, Obedience to God's laws, Supremacy of 
Scripture, Eschatology of Victory, and Separation of 
Governments. 
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Regeneration  

Godly people are not born; they are born again:  
"But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, even to those who believe in His 
name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:12-13).  

Regeneration is the supernatural work of God. Through rebirth 
man is given a heart of flesh in place of his heart of stone. Since 
man, in his natural state, can never create a God honoring 
society, this regeneration of human individuals must precede the 
reconstruction of human civilization. Human institutions always 
reflect human hearts, and God alone can change the human heart. 
Only the regeneration wrought by the Holy Spirit in the human 
heart can produce repentance and righteous living: "I will run in 
the way of Your commandments, for You shall enlarge my 
heart" (Psalm 119:32).  
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Obedience to God's Laws  

Godly people lead godly lives. Through regeneration, people 
are enabled to know God and to obey Him. Indeed, this outward 
practice of obedience is evidence that an inward change has 
occurred. Men and women need to do what God says, and this is 
done only by obeying what He commands in His laws. These 
laws of God are found mainly in the Old Testament. Men must 
obey God on His terms; they are not free to pick and choose 
which of His commandments are to be obeyed, and which 
commandments are to be disregarded in the name of a 
misconstrued "grace." Jesus did not save His people from 
obedience to the Law; He saved them from the curse of the Law 
(God's wrath). 

Jesus said,  
"You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it. You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets" 
(Matthew 22:37-40).  

With this statement, the Lord was not setting aside the specific 
laws of God; He was merely summarizing them. It is 
sacrilegious for man to redefine holiness according to his own 
standards. Being a Christian means more than just "being nice." 
It means being obedient. Again, God must be loved and obeyed 
on His terms, not ours. Man must love his neighbor on God's 
terms. These terms are clearly spelled out in the Ten 
Commandments as well as in God's specific Old Testament case 
laws, which are applications of those commandments. Jesus did 
not nullify God's laws, as is commonly taught in many churches 
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today; He actually confirmed them. After all, He was the One 
who had revealed them to Moses:  

Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 
did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, 
till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or tittle will by no means 
pass from the law till all is fulfilled.  

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 
5:17-19). 

Does this mean that man must work for his salvation? 
Absolutely not! Salvation comes from God alone. He regenerates 
His people, He justifies His people, and He sanctifies His people. 
In justification, God declares His people righteous. This is what 
is known in theological terms as positional holiness. Through 
sanctification, God actually makes them righteous. This is 
practical holiness. This process of sanctification is accomplished 
as God enables His people to obey His laws. God alone is the 
Sovereign King. His laws are to be obeyed by every human 
individual as well as by every human institution. 
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Supremacy of Scripture  

The Holy Bible is God's Word. Christ Jesus, the God-man, is 
the ultimate revelation of God to man, and He is revealed to us in 
the Scriptures. Man twists, rejects or ignores the Bible in an 
attempt to avoid the rule of God (Romans 1:18). However, God's 
Word is a monumental gift to man once he receives and submits 
to its authority:  

Thus the Bible, as the infallibly inspired revelation of God to 
sinful man, stands before us as that light in terms of which all the 
facts of the created universe must be interpreted. All of finite 
existence, natural and redemptive, functions in relation to one 
all-inclusive plan that is in the mind of God. Whatever insight 
man is to have into this pattern of the activity of God he must 
attain by looking at all his objects of research in the light of 
Scripture.1 

It is the primary function of the Bible to reveal God to man. 
Man can only see God the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit, 
through the Scriptures. Consequently, God's Word never 
attempts to prove the existence of God. Instead, the Bible 
presupposes God's existence. Human reason is not the judge of 
the Bible; God's Word will be the judge of man (John 12:48). 
Christians therefore need not be consumed with the presentation 
of persuasive arguments for the truths of Scripture, but should 
instead focus their energies upon the proclamation of the Gospel 
and the presentation of the truths of Scripture, which pertain to 
all of life. 

                                                
1 Cornelius Van Til, The Defense of the Faith, page 107. 
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Eschatology of Victory  

Eschatology deals with the study of the "last things." What 
does God have in store for the future of His Kingdom on earth? 
The following passage of the Old Testament presents a concept 
that is rarely heard in modern churches:  

"The LORD said to my Lord, 'Sit at My right hand, till I make 
Your enemies Your footstool.' The LORD shall send the rod 
of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your 
enemies!" (Psalm 110:1-2)  

When was the Lord Jesus seated at the right hand of God? At 
His ascension.  Jesus is not merely the Lord of the heart; He is 
the Lord of history. He is reigning from Heaven now. Dozens of 
Scriptures affirm this (Ephesians 1:20-23 for starters). Jesus does 
not need to wait until He returns to earth to begin reigning on 
earth. Does the owner of a worldwide corporation need to be 
physically present in each of his company's local offices to make 
his authority known? Of course not. He runs things from the 
corporate office from which he dictates letters, makes calls, hires 
and fires managers, workers and trainees, etc. He sends out 
employees to expand his business. Though he works with 
representatives, he never ceases to be the boss. 

Postmillennialism is the eschatology of victory. Jesus is the 
Boss. The King of kings reigns from His heavenly throne. He 
has given men His Scriptures, His salvation, and His Holy Spirit. 
When He returns to earth at His Second Coming, it will not be to 
initiate His reign on earth, but to culminate His earthly reign:  

"Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority 
and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies 
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under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is 
death" (1 Corinthians 15:24-26).  

Contrary to the popular views of Dispensationalism, the 
Gospel of Christ will not be defeated on earth. The Church of 
Christ will fulfill its commission to disciple the nations of the 
world (Matthew 28:19). Consequently, the Kingdom of God will 
expand gradually in history and it will eventually cover the 
whole earth. This concept is found, for example, in Daniel's 
interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the great image of 
gold, silver, and bronze:  

You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which 
struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them 
into pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, 
and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff 
from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them 
away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that 
struck the image became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth... 
... [I]n the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up 
a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever 
(Daniel 2:34-35, 44).  

Jesus Christ, who is head of an ever-increasing government 
(Isaiah 9:7), also taught this truth: "The kingdom of heaven is like 
leaven' which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal 
til it was all leavened" (Matthew 13:33).  

Many of the passages that some Christians assume apply to a 
future Tribulation period and an imminent coming of Christ, 
Jesus Himself applied to the generation that crucified Him: "This 
generation will by no means pass away till all these things are 
fulfilled" (Matthew 24:34). That wicked generation did in fact 
live to witness the coming of Christ in the clouds of judgment. 
They did go through the Tribulation as predicted. They did see 
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, and they did see the destruction 
of their temple in A.D. 70. 
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Premillennialists invariably postpone the reign of Christ until a 
future time, when they suggest that He will rule from a physical 
throne in Jerusalem. In truth, there is no text in the New 
Testament which says that He will rule on an earthly throne. 
Amillennialists correctly teach that Christ is reigning in heaven 
now, but essentially limit His reign to the Church. 
Postmillennialists, however, adhere to the full authority and 
present reign of Christ. They point to such passages as Matthew 
28:18 to support this argument: "All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth." The premillennial and amillennial 
views are currently the most popular positions on eschatology in 
Christendom. This, fortunately, will change as the Church begins 
to take seriously its role in human history:. 

Postmillennialism will again prevail, however, because it is the 
truth of God and His enscriptured Word. As an eschatology of 
victory, it will inspire men with the power of God, and, as with 
great saints of old and the Puritans of yesteryear, lead again and 
more enduringly to the triumph of Christ in every area, bringing 
every sphere of thought and action into captivity to Christ.2 

                                                
2 R.J. Rushdoony introductory essay in J. Marcellus Kik, An Eschatology of 
Victory. 
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Separation of Governments 

Some people cry for more government. Others demand less 
government. A few even want no government at all. But God's 
people should pray and work for biblical government. 

Biblical government is more than a "Judeo-Christian set of 
values." Jesus Christ is the King of kings. The Word of God 
acknowledges Him alone as the Father's appointed Ruler:  

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government will be upon His shoulder.... Of the increase of 
His government and peace there will be no end, upon the 
throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and 
establish it with judgment and justice from that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
perform this (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

Nevertheless, the Bible does recognize several other legitimate 
human governments that God has established. These also are 
under the rulership of Christ, the God-man, who alone is God 
over all (Romans 9:5b). These governments are under His 
sovereignty and separate from one another. Each one has God-
ordained moral authority within its limited sphere of jurisdiction. 
These are the three primary governments that God has 
established: 

The Family, which is concerned with the holy institution of 
marriage and the procreation, nurture, and education of 
children. God has designated the husband/father as the head 
of the home (Ephesians 5:23, 6:4), and has given parents the 
authority of the strap. 
The Church, which is concerned with the spiritual 
edification of the Bride of Christ and the excommunication 
of persistently disobedient members. God has appointed 



 • 11 

elders as the rulers of the Church (Acts 14:23). He has given 
them the authority of the sacraments. 
The State, which is concerned with the safety of its citizens 
and the punishment and/or execution of evil doers (Romans 
13:1-4). He has given the State the authority of the sword. 

Historically, human civilizations have brought tremendous 
suffering and judgment upon themselves (Deuteronomy 28:15-
68) because they have blurred the distinctions between these 
separate governments, have failed to submit to the biblical 
requirements for these governments, and have over-extended the 
authority of one or more of these governments. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, roses, like tulips, reflect the beauty and wisdom 
of their Creator. God alone saves individuals, and God alone can 
save societies. He has regenerated believers so that we can obey 
Him. He has given us the supreme guide to living in His 
Scriptures. He has provided us with an eschatology of victory, 
which gives us an anchor of hope for the future. And He has 
given us separate governments to help us reflect the glory of His 
Son in every sphere of human activity. When the Church again 
takes seriously its important duty to understand and to apply 
these precepts, the reconstruction of human civilization that God 
has promised will follow. Consider, therefore, adding R.O.S.E.S. 
to your theological garden.  
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econstructionism is a much-
needed corrective for the 
modern church.  It is the most 

consistent and comprehensive form of Christianity.  Rightly 
understood, graciously lived out, and humbly proclaimed, 
Reconstructionism will beautify Christianity and make the world 
“jealous” of the Gospel (Romans 11:11-15).  May it be our goal 
to “adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things” (Tit. 
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